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drawn down from his authonty by this disastrous civil dis-
order that has ended in his own kinsman's death So he
stands, surrounded by figures pleading for foigiveness or
vengeance, Lady Capjilet kneeling over Tybalt He is a
symbol of Verona, torn, distracted by internal conflict
Observe Romeo's growth during the play Fust he is a
love-sick boy, next an aident and successful lover, next, a
hero suffering for support of his friend In his 'banished'
scene with the Friar his emotion is violent, and must be
given with rhetorical force and abandon He must on no
account sob like a big baby he so often does This is the
sort of situation that only poetic drama can piopcily tackle
we must let it do so At his re-entrance into the action in the
Mantua scene he should show a new maturity and manly
dignity the wearing of a cloak and top-boots - a small but
effective touch - strikes the right note His soliloquy ic*
counting his wondrous dream must be given eveiy chance
this is all clearly to be done on the fore-stage The dicam
curiously forecasts Antony and Cleopatra^ touching a sense oi
love's victory beyond death Compaie Romeo's * that I
awaked and was an emperoi' with Cleopatra's *I di earned
there was an emperor Antony' Romeo's hearing of Juhct's
death is best taken with a terrible quiet and a mad glint in
the eye giving a new depth to contrast with his earlier
abandon His description of the Apothecary is very import-
ant, and should be done slowly New worlds aie swiftly
swimming into his ken Observe how deepest tragic e\pen-
ence at once, and for the first time, opens his eyes to suffer-
ing and impoverished humanity Lear's purgatory is foie-
cast He now recalls having seen the Apothccaiy, partly
because he needs him, partly because his consciousness is
tuned m to such things, unnoticed before lhat is, Shake-
speare uses the Apothecary to strike the required tiagic
note Watch how Romeo's values are reversed during his
conversation with the man the world's gold becomes
poison, life a sickness Even so, beyond pleaswe himself, he
takes a selfless pleasure in the Apothecary's advantage *Go>